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School Councillors: Heather Macalister (Principal), Des Honicke (President), Peter Dreverman, Rob Melville, Jenny Smith, 
Noelene Baker, Peter Seal, Adrian Konieczny, Glynis Clay, Sharon Jones, Derek DeVries, David  Reynolds, Eric Harvey & Wendy 
Robinson 

 

In my last report I indicated Professor John Munro would continue his work with the schools 
in our Cluster at the start of term. Unfortunately, due to illness, John’s visit was postponed 
until this week, however staff within the college have worked together to develop their 
understandings of Professor Munro’s work and look forwaard to a session with him from 4-
6.00pm on Wednesday evening. 
Wednesday afternoon will see John work with our Unit 3 VCE students in developing study 
skills to support their learning.  We will have Michael Howard, Eric Harvey, Marisa Confait, 
Simon Lamplugh, Peter Seal and myself out of the school for some part of Thursday and 

Friday working with John and other teachers from the Cluster. The OSC team will then work to support staff 
within the college in the implementation of ‘Getting Knowledge Ready’, one of the Highly Reliable Teaching 
and Learning Strategies to be explicitly developed. 
Staff have also been involved in professional development surrounding domestic violence with sessions 
conducted by Jan Tracey of Gippsland Women’s Health. This work supports our focus on engagement and 
wellbeing. Later this month some staff will be involved in rewriting our Drug Education Plan. OSC will host 
this session run by regional staff and involving a number of schools.   
We have also been involved in discussion and planning around drug and health issues at a number of levels 
with Orbost Regional Health, Orbost Police, GELLEN and other support groups.  Working together we hope 
to address some of the issues concerning the wellbeing of young people and to raise awareness of issues of 
concern. 
Whilst it was disappointing to deal with two incidents at the school social, as outlined in the letter I sent home 
with students on Friday last, it was heartening to have two calls from community members alerting me to the 
‘talk in the town’ on Friday morning. This communication enabled us to take action to ‘set the record straight’ 
and I encourage any parents with concerns or queries to contact me at any time as the College is part of the 
community and we want the information people have to be accurate. Likewise, we also want to hear from 
members of the community so that we can respond to concerns. 
I do want to commend the work of the SRC, and a group of Year 12 students in particular, who were 
extremely responsible and supportive in the conduct of the Social on Thursday night. Thanks to staff for their 
support of this important event in the students’ social calendar and to the students for their  participation. 
Thanks also to Mr Darren Chester, MHR for Gippsland, who addressed our senior students last Wednesday.  It 
was pleasing to see his interest in the students and I was pleased to have the opportunity to discuss concerns 
we have regarding support for rural students pursuing tertiary education (see Tony Barton’s careers news for 
details of findings on success at tertiary education for rural students!). 
We welcome to the College Ms Kathleen Alexander who is replacing Mrs Sharon Jones over the next couple 
of weeks and we wish Sharon a speedy recovery.   
 
Principal 
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This week students in Years 7 and 9 will complete the NAPLAN Tests as part of a nationwide program to assess 
Numeracy and Literacy. Over the past few weeks staff have been preparing students for these tests by looking at last 
year’s paper during class. 
 
As a school we take these assessments very seriously and ask parents to ensure that their children do the same. 
However, students should not feel threatened by the idea of a formal assessment as the results are used to support 
individual students and guide staff in program development. These tests provide us with valuable information about 
strengths and weaknesses of individual students and our programs in general. 
 
The NAPLAN Tests will take place on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and students and parents will receive 
results later in the year. 
 
This week we also have House Meetings to begin preparation for the House Athletics carnival which will be held this 
year on Monday June 1st. This is a special day on our calendar and all parents and friends of the school are invited to 
attend. Students will be given programs for the day a little closer to the event so that parents can see the times that their 
children will be participating. 
 
The school calendar fills very quickly from the start of each term and students are offered many opportunities to 
participate in activities that take them away from the school. This term we have several sporting events, the Far East 
Music Festival, a debating excursion and competition, many class trips, visiting speakers and performers, camps and 
VCE revision lectures.  
 
On any given week we have many students and staff away from the school and we encourage students to make the 
most of the opportunities provided. However, students should make sure that they are well organised, know in advance 
what classes they will miss and catch up on all class work that they have missed.  
 
This year NAIDOC Week will be celebrated nationally through the last week of our mid year holidays. Orbost 
Secondary College and the local Primary Schools will participate in activities to celebrate this event early in Term 3. 
Our NAIDOC celebrations will include a walk through Orbost, Welcome to Country ceremony, guest speakers and 
presenters and a BBQ. More information about this event will be provided in our next newsletter. 
 
We have been working closely with Susan Martin (Koori Education Development Officer), staff from the Primary 
Schools and Michelle Smith of Moogji to plan this event and other programs within the school.  
 
Susan and Michelle will be conducting a survey with all Koori students this Friday morning. Later in the afternoon 
Kylie Clarke of Monash University Gippsland will be speaking to older Koori students about a camp to be held later in 
the Term 
 
In the first week of this term we held Student/Parent/Teacher interviews for Years 7-10. We would like to thank all 
those parents who made the effort to attend these interviews. They make a long day for staff, students and parents but 
we believe they are an important part of our reporting process. Over 60 families were represented on the night and 
many more followed up with contact in the next few days. 
 
Students will receive written reports later this term and any parent  who would like to follow up with contact made at 
these interviews should contact the relevant coordinators: 

Year 7 – Taryn Farley 
Year 8 – Graeme Jamieson 
Year 9 - Sal Gordon 
Year 10 – Kay Mehlert 
VCAL – Dave Thexton  
VCE – Anna Halasa 

 
Assistant Principal 
Mr. Peter Seal 
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Copies of the 2008 Annual Report to 
the School Community are now 
available from the College Office. 
Or may be read on the school website. 

Annual Report 

Remember to look at the Orbost 
Secondary College Web site: 
http://www.orbostsc.vic.edu.au/ 

Web site 
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School Captains 

Music Leaders 

S.R.C Student Representative Council 
President -Absent, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer  

Bus Captains 

House officials 

S.R.C 
Year Level Representatives 
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Sea Creature Key Holders  
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The excursion forms were posted out to all families. Please return these as soon as possible with the 
$5 excursion charge. Students attending the Festival on more than one day are only required to pay 
one $5 charge. Please note also, the requirement for private transport on the day of the concert. 
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Students from Bairnsdale and Lakes Entrance Secondary Colleges will join our swing band 
students for a two hour rehearsal starting at 5pm on Monday May 11th. JS will provide some 
snacks and drinks for OSC students. 
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The performance uniform requirements have been well publicized for months.  
Please do not leave these arrangements until the last minute as students who do not 
have the correct uniform will not be permitted to play in concert. 
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I have been advised that the Family Fun Day has been postponed until August, while the mid-year 
concert, normally held in the last week of second term, will now take place in early third term. 
There are too many senior music students involved in work experience placements out of town 
during the week of the planned concert for us to perform in second term. 
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The Swing Band played for Mother’s Day lunch at the Marlo Hotel on Sunday May and were well 
received by all present. 
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Eddie Gallagher is a Psychologist, social warker, and family therapist.   
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At the Lakes Entrance Fisherman’s Club, Princes Hwy, Lakes Entrance 
Or 
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At St Mary’s Parish Centre, 238 Main St, Bairnsdale 
Coffee or Tea provided 
Cost.... A gold coin  
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Two day workshop and information 
sessions for parents/carers of school 
aged students on the Autism Spectrum 
 
Venue: Latrobe Convention Centre 
             5601 Princes Hwy, Traralgon 
When:  Two Day workshop-11th & 
12th June 2009 
Day 1: 9:00am-4pm 
Day 2: Information Sessions 9am 
Online registrations: 
wwwautismtraining.com.au 
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Junior footballs teams recently competed 
in Maffra.  The girls had one win, the boys 
were not so sucessful, but a good time was 
had by all. 
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There are milestones which stand out to us as parents; some of them we remember with pleasure or with perhaps a little 
apprehension - the birth of a child, their first birthday, their first day at school and so on. However if there is one event that causes 
us to lose sleep, it is the first time they set off with the “P” plates and we aren’t there with them to guide them and watch out for 
them. The future we have worked and hoped for in the last 18 years, crystallizes in one moment as we watch that car set off 
without us! So, 
 

“Will you and your child be prepared for the first time that they take to 
the road”? 
 

You are not alone in preparing for this inevitable and worrying scenario! 

We are asking that all Year 10 students and at least one parent attend. We also invite Year 
11 & 12 students and parents who have not made it in the past to come along. Take a minute 
to read the flyer in copies of this newsletter sent to Senior School students and then simply fill it in and return it to the office.  
 

YEAR 11 WORK EXPERIENCE – OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAF ETY TRAINING DAY   
 

As part of the Work Experience Program, all Year 11 students who have not completed the “Safe@work” OH&S activ ity (a 
compulsory as part of all VET subjects) are required to take part.  W ithout it, students are not permitted by law to undertake Work 
Experience. Legalities aside, keep ing awareness of OH & S “up front” is something we see as an important aspect of education for 
preparing for the workforce. I will be conducting the sessions and there is no cost. Date to be announced.  
 

OSC HOMEPAGE – www.orbostsc.vic.edu.au 
 

A new link should have been added by the time this Newsletter has been published.  
“Careerjet”  (www.careerjet.com.au), is an employment search engine for Australia. In one simple search, “Careerjet” gives the 
job seeker access to a massive selection of jobs that are compiled from various internet sources, saving the trouble of having to 
visit each site individually.” In other words, it links all of our current job search addresses on our website. 
 

AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL FOR EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH (ACER) 
 

ACER continually researches educational issues and trends, often in partnership with other organisations such as the Australian  
Government Department of Education, Science and Train ing. Some ed ited extracts of its Longitudinal Surveys of Australian 
Youth tracking cohorts of Year 9 students from 1995 and 1998 are listed below.  

What is the first year of university like? 
 “The first year is when the greatest amount of course change occurs. For example, of the 1995 cohort, tracked 3 years after 
commencing tertiary study, nearly two thirds who changed their courses and over 40 per cent of those who left before completing 
their course, did so in the first year. In other words, complet ion of first year is “more than half the battle” in persistence in degree 
complet ion. 
Successful integration must occur in both social and academic domains as it is highly likely that difficulties in adjusting to one 
will affect the other. 
University was largely a positive experience for those who completed their first year– 94% liked being a student, student life 
suited 89%, and 89% had made close friends. 
Only 17% reported that their first year had been trouble free, with the most difficu lties relating to time pressure and balance: 50% 
reported difficulties juggling work and study, 44% found it hard to have time for other commitments. Indeed, long hours of part 
time work can limit the amount of time that a student has for study and integration into campus life, wh ich can lead to course 
failure or withdrawal. The research found that university students employed for more than 10 hours per week were more likely 
than others to withdraw from study”. 
 

(Our own experience has found that students from country areas are also more likely to experience difficulty when they do not live 
on-campus for their first year; loneliness and difficulty in becoming involved in campus life being major reasons. After a year on 
campus they are more likely to have made new friends, become involved in university life and then perhaps moved into shared off
-campus accommodation.) 
 

Continued next Newsletter.  
 

Anyone who is interested in obtaining copies of ACER research briefings relating to students at University, in Vocational 
Education, School Experiences of 15 – 16 year olds and VET, is most welcome to contact me. 
 
TONY BARTON 
Transition & Pathways  
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ORBOST 

CALENDAR DATES FOR May-June 2009 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

11 12 
NAPLAN Yrs 7-9 
Language 

13    NAPLAN Yrs 7-9 
Reading 

 

Yr 12 TIS visit Bdale 
John Munro meeting  
with all cluster staff  
4-6pm 
 

14 
NAPLAN Yrs 7-9 
Numeracy 
 

John Munro meeting 
with VCE students & 
teachers sessions 5&6 
 
 

15 
 
Moogji survey of Koori 
students 
Kylie Clarke to talk to 
Koori students Yrs 9-12 

18 19 20 21 22 

25 26 27 28 29 

1  
School Athletics  
 
Year 10 students 
KEYS PLEASE 7.30PM 
(Library) 
 
 

2 3 
Immunisations 

4 
Kirsty Ried working with 
Yrs 7-8 students.  Having 
Autism/ Asperger’s 
students in you class 

5 
Kirsty Ried working 
with Yrs 9-10 students.  
Having Autism/ 
Asperger’s students in 
you class 

Music Festival  Gala Concert 
Lakes Entrance 

VCE Business Manegment excursion  to Melbourne 

VET/VEC Ag Excursion to Horsham 

VET Hospitality Excursion to Melbourne 


